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To understand correctly the message of an inscription in
its true spirit and substance, a serious and critical study of all
relevant material with all its bearings is essential. Local his-
tory and tradition generally afford elaborate details and in-
formation, but they are not always as pure and simple as they
appear to be. Every detail, therefore, needs to be critically
examined before it is given credence and made use of. What-
ever be its exact nature, it assists investigation one way or the
other. A record of this groundwork of details with the com-
ments of the editor as regards its critical value is of particular
interest to scholars as it gives them a hypothetical basis for
their study. Their own knowledge may further discover some
new grounds either for the rejection or acceptance of the ins-
criptional evidence.

The local history and tradition generally lay stress on the
local importance of the inscription. The local people take
pride in that portion of an inscription which tickles their sense
of honour. Their stories regarding the relics of buildings or
other structures are at best reliable in so far as the names of
persons and places connected with them are concerned. As
these stories are carried forward from generation to generation
with increased inflation, they become sometimes misleading and
inconsistent. This defect needs to be remedied by further in-
vestigation in other sources. As these stories are often lacking
in time sense and the motives behind the actions or deeds told
in them are frequently imaginary, it is necessary to probe their
truth with special care. If the deeds are of provincial or
.national importance, the element of exaggeration in these stories
is tempered by the relative historical accounts recorded in his-
tories that may be current In spite of all possible mixing up
of genealogical pedigrees, important names connected with some
important incidents or regime is remembered. The text of
the inscription, however, is always clear and definite, and hence
it enables us to reconstruct and envisage the contemporary local
history connected with the inscription.

The event described in the inscription s self-explanatory
and its details possess scientific clarity. It is therefore, a direct